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Dear Friends,

| am delighted to welcome you to Reggio Emilia for the
second annual School of Democracy organised by the Group
of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the
European Parliament.

It is a great pleasure to bring so many young, talented and
politically engaged Europeans together in one place. The 100
of you have been selected from over a thousand applicants,
and come from across the continent of Europe and beyond. |
am also pleased to welcome a host of distinguished speakers
from politics, academia, trade unions, industry and journalism,
many of whom have also travelled significant distances to join
us here this week.

We meet at difficult times both for Europe and for our
progressive family. With crises on our borders and the spectre
of the far right growing again across our continent, the need
for us to stand up for our beliefs and values has never been
stronger. That is why we are here this week, to come together
and look at new ways to tackle the many challenges that we
face.

It is pertinent that we are holding this meeting in Reggio
Emilia. As some of you may be aware, Reggio Emilia is famous
as the birthplace of a new approach to education.

The “Reggio Emilia” approach sought to break away from the
traditional and failed methods of the past. That is what we seek
to achieve this week - to find new ideas and new approaches
to the challenges that we face in our democracies.

From finding new models of sustainable development, to
ensuring that the digital revolution benefits our democracy,
you will have the opportunity to debate with leading experts
from across Europe and beyond.

As well as the debates and discussions, | hope that you will
have the opportunity to sample the culture and history for
which Reggio Emilia is renowned.

| look forward to meeting and debating with you over the
coming days.

GIANNI PITTELLA,
S&D GROUP PRESIDENT

WELCOME
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PRACTICAL

Mobile Phones

Please be so kind as
to switch your mobile
phone to silent
during each plenary
or workshop session.
Thank you for your
cooperation.

Web-streaming

This event will be
web-streamed

in order to allow
as many people
as possible to
participate.

Frs

f socialistsanddemocrats

Contact numbers

School of Democracy Team:

Kathy: + 32 473 83 97 81
Sonia: + 32 473 85 83 83

y #DemocracyDays
@TheProgressives

Useful addresses

University of Reggio Emilia
Viale A. Allegri 9,

42121 Reggio Emilia

Tel: +39 0522 435 245

Filming &
photography
There will be
photography and
filming during this
event.

Interpretation

We have foreseen
interpretation in the
following languages:
English, French,
German, Italian and
Spanish during all the
plenary sessions and
in Workshops 1 & 3 on
both days.

@ socialistsanddemocrats

Instituto Alcide Cervi
Via Fratelli Cervi 9,
42043 Gattatico RE
Tel: +39 0522 678 356



PRACTICAL INFORMATION

FINDING

AROUND REGGIO EMILIA

Hotels

0 Hotel Mercure 9 Albergo delle e Hotel Posta o Holiday Inn Express
Astoria Notarie Piazza del Monte 2, Reggio Emilia
Via Leopoldo Nobili 2, Via Palazzolo 5, 42121 Reggio Emilia Via Meuccio Ruini, 7,
42121 Reggio Emilia 42121 Reggio Emilia Tel: +39 0522 432 944 42124 Reggio Emilia
Tel: +39 0522 435 245 Tel: +39 0522 453 800 Tel: +39 0522 507 122
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ABOUT

From 20 to 22 April 2016, the Group of Socialist and
Democrats in the European Parliament is organising the
second edition of its “School of Democracy.” 100 young
people from countries both inside and outside the
European Union, along with experts and representatives of
the political, economic and academic worlds, will be able
to meet and discuss some of the crucial topics related to
democracy, social justice and sustainable development
and progress.

Our School of Democracy will again take place in Reggio
Emilia, in Emilia Romagna Region, in close cooperation
with the Alcide Cervi Institute, linked to the story of the
Resistance in Italy.

More than seventy years ago, most of Europe was
liberated from Nazi oppression. A period of hope and
reconstruction of democracy began in Western Europe; the
idea of cooperation between people across Europe would
prepare the way for decades of prosperity and peace. This
spread across Europe throughout the 1970s, 80s and 90s,
as authoritarian regimes fell and democracy returned to
Europe’s South and East.

But this model now finds itself under serious threat.
The financial, economic and social crisis, increasing
inequalities, massive tax evasion, wars at our doors,
displaced populations, climate change, and unregulated
globalisation are undermining our project. If long term
solutions are not urgently found, extremism, populism and
xenophobia will gain ground.

So far, the European Union has not succeeded in giving
adequate answers. We cannot wait any longer. Progressive
forces in Europe need to act, to find the courage and
responsibility to rethink and to find a new direction for our
democracy. We can come out of this crisis stronger, and
bring Europe with us.

Last year the School of Democracy focused on issues that
included rethinking globalisation, migration and social
rights, the emergence of new grassroots movements, the
rise of populism, the Mediterranean dialogue, and culture
and freedom of expression.

ABOUT THIS EVENT

This year it will address:

“Can the European Left reconcile the European
democratic project with workers and citizens?”

How can we overcome the crisis of confidence of our citizens
towards the current political system and its institutions,
both at national and European level?

Which renewed role should be given to intermediate bodies
such as Trade Unions and civil society organisations? How
to re-connect participative and representative democracy?

How can we use the digital revolution in order to put social
media and e-democracy at the service of a progressive
agenda, building around it new forms of genuine
participation and citizenship?

“For a new, progressive model of development”

How can progressive forces win the battle for a new
approach for our common future, based on an equitable
and sustainable well-being? How to measure it, how
to become resilient in order to manage change in our
direction?

How to reform our industrial model to make it more
sustainable, more energy efficient? Can we find a new
model of producing and processing in recycling our waste?
Can the “circular economy” become a basis for sustainable
development?

What role can urban areas play in addressing the challenge
of a globalised world? In which ways can urban space,
public services, and a real network of progressive cities
contribute to our common goals?
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WEDNESDAY 20 APRIL 2016

155)0
17:30

18:00

18:30

195)0
20:00

20;00
22:00

Arrival & registration of participants
o Meeting point: S&D stand in Hotel Holiday Inn Express, via Meuccio Ruini 7, 42121 Reggio Emilia

Transfer by bus from Hotel Holiday Inn Express to University of Reggio Emilia

Welcome of participants at University of Reggio Emilia

Welcome speeches by:
Luca Vecchi (Partito Democratico), Gianni Pittella, President of the S&D Group
Mayor of Reggio Emilia Lectio magistralis by Professor Nadia Urbinati

Reception hosted by the S&D Group in Aula Magna, University of Reggio Emilia

THURSDAY 21 APRIL 2016

08:15

09:v00
09:30

Transfer by bus to University of Reggio Emilia

Opening remarks by Javier Moreno Sanchez, of the 2015 School of Democracy and description of
Secretary-General of the S&D Group, Presentation the Cervi Institute by Albertina Soliani, President of
of School of Democracy by one of the participants the Cervi Institute

“CAN THE EUROPEAN LEFT RECONCILE THE EUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC PROJECT WITH
WORKERS AND CITIZENS?"

0930
12:30

Workshops



CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

“RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN EUROPEAN DEMOCRACY AND THE CRISIS OF
CONFIDENCE: HOW TO RECONCILE IT WITH CITIZENS”

Laszlo Andor - Hertie School of Governance
Ania Skrzypek - FEPS

S1SIT1INVd

Moderator: Maria Joao Rodrigues (MEP)

“THE ROLE OF SOCIAL DIALOGUE AND CIVIL SOCIETY IN DEMOCRACY"

Luca Visentini - ETUC

Conny Reuter - Solidar

S1SIT1INVd

Moderator: Victor Negrescu (MEP)

“PUTTING SOCIAL MEDIA AND E-DEMOCRACY AT THE SERVICE OF A
PROGRESSIVE AGENDA"

Carlo Invernizzi Accetti - City College of New York

James Fontanella Khan - Financial Times, New York

S1SIT1INVd

Moderator: Guillaume Balas (MEP)
12:v30

15:00 Lunch in University of Reggio Emilia

15:v00
17:00

Jan Zielonka - University of Oxford

Reports from workshops

INVSSNDSId

Closing remarks by Maria Joao Rodrigues MEP,
General discussion and synthesis of the Vice President of the S&D Group

workshops'work @ Venue: Aula Magna, University of

Reggio Emilia
Moderator: Javier Moreno Sanchez

17:00
Transfer by bus to the Cervi Institute

17:30
20T3° Visit to the Cervi Institute
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20:30
22;voo Dinner hosted by the S&D Group with live music

22:00
Transfer by bus to Hotel(s)

FRIDAY 22 APRIL 2016

08:30
Transfer by bus to University of Reggio Emilia

“FOR A NEW, PROGRESSIVE MODEL OF DEVELOPMENT”

09:30
]2730 WOkahOpS

“AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH TO OUR FUTURE: FROM GROSS NATIONAL
PRODUCT TO EQUITABLE AND SUSTAINABLE WELL-BEING”

Professor Enrico Giovannini - University of Rome

Marco Boschini - Associazione Comuni Virtuosi

S1SIT1INVd

Moderator: Brando Benifei (MEP)

“THE 'CIRCULAR ECONOMY’ AS A BASIS FOR SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT"

Professor Walter Stahel - Product-Life Institute

Said El Khadraoui - European Commission

S1SIT1INVd

Moderator: Kathleen Van Brempt (MEP)

“SUSTAINABILITY, CITIES AND THE GLOBAL CHALLENGE IN A GLOBALISED
WORLD”

Anna Lisa Boni - Expert in City Policies
Gérard Penot - Atelier Ruelle
Philippe Malinge - Department of International Relations of Nantes

S1SIT1INVd

Moderator: Istvan Ujhelyi (MEP)



'IZ:v30
15:00

15:v00
17:00

173)0
18:00

183)0
19:00

19:30

Lunch in University of Reggio Emilia

Reports from workshops
General discussion and summing up

Adoption of “Declaration of School of Democracy
2016" Coordinator: Victor Negrescu (MEP)

Moderator: Anna Colombo

Closing session remarks & conclusions by:
Stefano Bonaccini, President of the Region
Emilia-Romagna,

Gianni Pittella, President of the S&D Group,

Awarding of diplomas by Gianni Pittella,
S&D Group President

Transfer by bus to Bologna

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

Paul Magnette, Minister-President Walloon
Region, Belgium

INVSSNDSId

Closing remarks by Kathleen Van Brempt,
MEP, Vice President of the S&D Group

@ Venue: Aula Magna, University of
Reggio Emilia

Martin Schulz, President of the European
Parliament and

Maria Elena Boschi, Minister of Constitutional
Reforms, Italy

@ Venue: Aula Magna, University of
Reggio Emilia

Evening: Meeting with political activists in Bologna (details tbc)

SATURDAY 25 APRIL 2015

All day: Individual departures
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SPEAKER

is the Mayor of Reggio Emilia, a position he was elected to in June 2014.

From 2007-2014 he was leader of the Partito Democratico in the Reggio Emilia City

Council. He was born and raised in Reggio Emilia, gaining a degree in Economics and
Commerce from the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia.

is the President of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats

(S&D Group) in the European Parliament. After graduating in medicine and surgery

from the University of Naples, he worked in local and national government before

becoming a Member of the European Parliament in 1999. In 2006 he became President

of the Italian delegation to the Socialist Group in the European Parliament, a position he

was re-elected to in 2009. He was elected leader of the S&D Group by an overwhelming
majority in July 2014.

is a political theorist who specialises in modern and contemporary

political thought and democratic and anti-democratic traditions. Professor Urbinati

is the author of Representative Democracy: Principles and Genealogy, and of Mill on

Democracy: From the Athenian Polis to Representative Government. She is currently working

as a professor at Columbia University and has previously served as visiting professor at New
York University, the University of Pennsylvania, and as a lecturer at Princeton University.



THURSDAY 21 APRIL 2016
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LIST o

PARTICIPANTS

ABDU ALLAH HANAFY Esraa Osama
AKERLIND Melker

AMROUCHE Yasin

AOUADI Mohamed

ARELLANO GARCIA Juan Manuel
ASSUNCAO LIMA HENRIQUES Carolina
AUNIERE Kenza

BARBOSA Camille

BERRESHEIM Laurin

BORTOLOTTI Gabriele

BRASH Jonathan

CHACHAJ Anna

CHAMULA Josef

CHEMBESSI Chedrak Sylvain De Rocher
COGNIE Florentin

COLLINS Orestis

COTTON Elena

DA SILVEIRA BRANCO PEREIRA André
DARKOUCH Hamza

DAVIES Lauren

DECIS Hugo

DEMERS Lucy Merle

DERKACH Viktoriia

FAIZAL EDDY YUSOF Edry

FRATACCI Cassandra

FRITZ Jonas

GAJDA Antonija
GALCHEVA Magdalena
GALLAGHER Aisling
GANKO Witold
GIANOTTI Silvia
GIOVANZANTI Mariangela
GOLGE Pelin Ayben
GOLIANOVA Veronika
GUTIERREZ ORTEGA Vicente Manuel
HARRIS Catriona
HARVEY Scott
HASSAN Mary
HEMBERGER Antonia
HOEHN Hannah
HRUSKA Marek
HUSSEIN Segal
IMMONEN Erik
INCORVAJA Joanna
ISTRATE Dominik
JOGEE Adam
KAMENIS Efstratios
KUYE Olumuyiwa
LEBOUCHER Erwan
LICKTEIG Lena



LISIECKA Julia
MAGNAGHI Andrea Carlo
MARVIN Chloe
MATTHEWS Harlan
MAULAT Clémence

MAY Marianne
MCKENNA Laura
MENIER Guillaume
MONTEVERDI Francesca
MUNOZ BLAZQUEZ Gara
NESTEROK Mateusz
NIKOLOV Denislav
NUNEZ STRUTT Carlota
OLOGU lonut

OZOLINS Eduards
PALMIERI Federico
PALUOJA Martin
PASSANITI Cecilia
PERINO VAIGA Silvia
PRENGA Besarta
PRINCISVALLE Lara
RAZA Nudrat
RODRIGUEZ MARTINEZ Francisco Javier
RUEL Héloise

RUSSO Maria

SANCHEZ GARCIA Victoria
SCHRAMM Alexander
SHEERAN Emma
SPIRINELLI Fabio
STAMBOLLIU Zociana
STAWISKI Jakub

STEUTEL Sarah

STOLTING Sebastian
STRIANO Francesco
SZABO-JILEK Nora
SZARVAS Koppany Bendeguz
TOLLET Chloé

TRABELSI Jessica Narjes
VAIDA Ann
VANDEKERCKHOVE Maxim
VITALE Federica

VOCK Ido

WIMMER Simon
WRONSKI Marcin

ZAPATA ENCINAS Mario
ZEISS Marco

ZIELONKA Robert
ZOUBOULOGLOU Pavlos
ZUKAUSKAITE Evelina

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
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ABOUT THE S&D GROUP

The Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats (the S&D Group) is the second largest
political group in the European Parliament with 191 members from all 28 EU Member States.

We stand for an inclusive European society based on principles of solidarity, equality, diversity, freedom
and fairness. We campaign for social justice, jobs and growth, consumer rights, sustainable development,

financial market reforms and human rights to create a stronger and more democratic Europe and a better
future for all citizens.

#DemocracyDays

- 4 £ o oo

TheProgressives socialistsanddemocrats socsanddems socsanddems

socialistsanddemocrats.eu

European Parliament
Rue Wiertz 60
B-1047 Bruxelles
T:4322284 2111
F: +32 2 230 6664
www.socialistgroup.eu

Group of the Progressive Alliance of Ié&g
Socialists s Democrats L J

in the European Parliament School of Democracy



